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Happy Holidays 
The ARC staff  wish you and your families a safe and happy 
festive season! 

It has been a busy year at the ARC. It was great to meet with 
many of  our customers at ANZLAA meetings in 
Christchurch and Canberra this year. This year we attended 
the Asian Federation of  Laboratory Animal Science (AFLAS), 
too. These events give the ARC staff  the opportunity to con-
nect with our valuable clients and find new and different ways 
to better serve you and your institution’s unique needs. 

This year’s improvements included: 
•Shipping container redesign.  
•JAX pedigree NSG mice; available March-April 2015. 
•Replenishing select pedigree JAX mice. 
•Fee-free Visa and MasterCard domestic payments. 
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Importing Rodents 

Responding to the Depart-
ment of  Agriculture’s import 
permit fee reduction, the ARC 
reduced its import charges. 
Contact us for an updated 
quote: imports@arc.wa.gov.au 

NSG Mice 

In late October the ARC re-
ceived pedigree NSG mice 
and have begun the process 
of  offering these unique 
models to Australia and New 
Zealand. If  you’re interested 
in obtaining these mice in the 
coming year, please contact 
the ARC for more details. 

The ARC is working with The 
Jackson Laboratory (JAX) to 
hold an informative NSG 
housing and husbandry webi-
nar in early 2015. 

JAX Nomenclature 

The ARC is contractually ob-
ligated to list the ARC’s JAX 
mice as sublines; however, 
they are not. All JAX pedigree 
animals are refreshed before 
reaching 10 generations and 
therefore are not a subline 
according to international 
nomenclature standards.
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Holiday Schedule Reminder 
There will be no deliveries December 18, 2014 
through January 4, 2015, inclusive. Regular deliveries 
resume January 5, 2015. Except for public holidays, 
office staff  will be available to take your orders dur-
ing this period. Please feel free to leave a message on 
voice mail and someone will return your call.

mailto:imports@arc.wa.gov.au
mailto:imports@arc.wa.gov.au
mailto:info@arc.wa.gov.au
mailto:info@arc.wa.gov.au


Murdoch, Western Australia December 18, 2014

Animal Updates 
Aged Mice and Rats 
The ARC recently received multiple requests for aged mice and 
rats. We have principally accommodated customers be reserving 
stock or using ex-breeders and raising them to the required age. 

If  your research needs these aged animals, please contact the ARC 
to see how we might best service your individual research needs: 
info@arc.wa.gov.au. Please provide the strain, numbers, age, and 
the approximate animal delivery date. 

DBA/1JArc Mice 
The ARC constantly monitors animal use to minimize overproduc-
tion. DBA/1 mouse use has diminished and production will cease 
in the coming weeks. The ARC is happy to work with customers 
that may need this mouse line in the future. 

Rag 1 KO Mice 
A reminder that the agouti Rag 1 KO mice have been backcrossed 
to N10 with a black coat color. The N10 colony will replace the N6 
colony in early 2015. 

Long Evans Rats 
There have been some recent requests for the ARC to carry Long 
Evans rats. If  you or your institution needs Long Evans rats, please 
e.mail us at info@arc.wa.gov.au. 

Lobund Wistar Rats 
The Lobund Wistar is a prostate adenocarcinoma rat model. If  you 
or your institution has an interest in this prostate cancer model, 
please e.mail us at info@arc.wa.gov.au.
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Air Freight Charges 

Recent Qantas Cargo Freight 
changes have caught the ARC and 
its customers by surprise. There 
have been two changes: 1) The 
move from a ‘dead weight fee’ to a 
‘volumetric fee’, and 2) a volumetric 
shipping fee increase.  

The ARC met with Qantas to ex-
plain the negative impact that fee 
increases have on Australian bio-
medical research. The ARC stressed 
that researchers have not factored 
these changes into existing grants 
and that they need lead-time to in-
corporate such large fee increases. 
The ARC and Qantas have met and 
are exploring ways to mitigate cus-
tomer fee increases. 

In the meantime, the ARC encour-
ages the following: 
• Combine institutional or depart-

mental orders to minimize ship-
pers and maximize animal num-
bers dispatched. 

• Incorporate higher transporta-
tion costs into future grants. 
Qantas suggested future price 
increases would approximate in-
flation.  

• Keep the same shipping density. 
The redesigned shippers brought 
animal-related shipping concerns 
to an all time low over the past 
year.

Got a question? Idea? Comment?!

Drop us an e.mail or give us a call.
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