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¡¡Seasons Greetings!! 
We hope 2013 has been a successful and re-
warding year for you! 2013 was a dynamic year 
for the ARC. Dr. Deb Hopwood stepped 
down as acting CEO and I have been the new 
CEO since April. Deb has been wonderful 
during the transition and a great source of  
information. I have had the pleasure of  meet-
ing many of  you at the ANZLAA meetings in 
Auckland and Perth and look forward to 
meeting many more of  you in 2014 to learn 
more about your unique research needs. 

We continue to review our services to align our strategic direction with our customer’s evolving needs. 
If  you need a particular service or animal model please contact us. We are also offering consulting 
services for research facilities which include facility troubleshooting and planning/design.  

Select animals and ARC facilities are undergoing rederivation and renovation, respectively, to ensure 
the animals remain of  the highest possible health status and quality. Read on for details. 

We appreciate your continued support and constructive feedback. We wish you and your families a 
safe and happy holiday season.  

Patrick Sharp 

RAG1 Mice Alert 
Received in 1997 at N6, backcrossing was not continued to ten generations at 
that time. The ARC’s Rag1 mice (B6.SVJ129-Rag1tm1Bal/Arc) were recently 
backcrossed to N10 with C57Bl/6J mice. We plan to discontinue the N6 
backcrossed Rag1 colony. Please contact us by March 14, 2014 if  you need 
Rag1 N6 mice to finish research projects and provide us with an estimate of  
numbers of  Rag1 N6 needed and timelines for delivery.  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2014 Prices 
!

THE 5.5% PRICE     
INCREASE TAKES  

EFFECT JANUARY 1, 
2014. 

!
AN UPDATED ARC 

WEBSITE IS COMING!

The ARC now accepts 
Visa and MasterCard 
payments. There are 
no fees for domestic 

purchases.

ARC NEWSLETTER

2015 Prices 
!

WE ANTICIPATE A 4%,  
2015 PRICE INCREASE. 

FINAL ESTIMATES 
WILL BE AVAILABLE  

IN MID-2014.

RAG1 Mice 
Alert 
!

PLEASE SEE PAGE 1 
FOR AN IMPORTANT 
NOTE ABOUT RAG1 

MICE
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!
New Domestic Shipper 

To improve animal shipping welfare over the past few years, the ARC 
added spacers to our shippers, included frozen gel packs in hotter 
months, introduced larger rat shippers, and reduced stocking densi-
ties where needed. Our next upgrade incorporates a filter in the 
shipper’s lid. 
This increas-
es the filter 
a r e a b y 
> 3 0 % i n 
medium and 
large ship-
p e r s a n d 
75% in small 
s h i p p e r s . 
Look for the 
new shippers 
in early 2014. !

Pneumocystis (RRV) Update 
The December 2012 ARC newsletter discussed Pneumocystis in some 
ARC rat lines. Pneumocystis is the etiologic agent responsible for the 
condition termed ‘Rat Respiratory Virus’ (RRV). Pneumocystis is a fun-
gus, not a virus, and an opportunistic agent in immunocompetent 
animals. The histologic changes associated with ‘RRV’ have been re-
ported for more than 20 years; and the agent has been identified in 
rats for more than 100 years. Pneumocystis is species specific, with rat 
agents (P. carinii and P. wakefieldiae) not infecting mice (P. murina) or 
humans (P. jirovecii); only P. carinii has been associated with ‘RRV’. 

We have begun the process of  rederiving our rat colonies; however, 
due to the scope it will take a protracted period to accomplish. 

Holiday Schedule Reminder 
There will be no deliveries December 23, 2013 through January 3, 
2014, inclusive.  Our regular delivery schedule resumes January 6, 
2014. Except for public holidays, office staff  will be available to take 
your orders during this period. If  the answering machine is on, please 
leave a message and someone will return your call. 

!
!
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Diagnostic Testing 
Enhancements

The ARC principally uses 
multiplex and PCR method-
ologies in our sentinel testing 
program.  

These methodologies pro-
vide cutting edge diagnostic 
testing and the highest diag-
nostic accuracy available.  

Advantages include: 

• Enhanced sensitivity 

• Enhanced specificity 

• Unsurpassed confidence 
in the serology results 

• More agents tested: 

➡ 23 mouse agents 

➡ 18 rat agents 

• Timely results reporting 

• Highly targeted sample 
collection strategies 

• PCR analysis of: 

• Ectoparasites 

• Endoparasites 

• Bacteria 

• Viruses 

• Fungi

Got a question? 
Comment? Idea? 

 Drop us an e.mail 
or give us a call


